THE REIGN OF ANDREW JACKSON

place taken in the new regime by Van Buren. The
"little magician" held the chief post in the Cabi-
net; he was in the confidence of the President as
Calhoun was not; there were multiplying indica-
tions that he was aiming at the presidency; and
if he were to enter the race he would be hard to
beat, for by general admission he was the coun-
try's most astute politician. With every month
that passed the Vice President's star was in graver
danger of eclipse.

Several curious circumstances worked together
to widen the breach between the Calhoun and
Van Buren elements and at the same time to
bring the President definitely into the ranks of
the New Yorker's supporters. One was the con-
troversy over the social status of "Peggy55 Eaton.
Peggy was the daughter of a tavern keeper, William
O'Neil, at whose hostelry both Jackson and Eaton
had lived when they were senators. Her first hus-
band, a purser in the navy, committed suicide
at sea; and Washington gossips said that he was
driven to the act by chagrin caused by his wife's
misconduct, both before and after her marriage.
On the eve of Jackson's inauguration the widow
became Mrs. Eaton, and certain disagreeable ru-
mors connecting the names of the two were con-